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AUTISM FAMILY SUPPORT ASSOCIATION
ABN 27 369 160 573
Inc. No. A0007531T

2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
To be held on Tuesday 12th October 2021 electronically via Zoom commencing at 11:30 am.

AGENDA
1. Welcome
2. Apologies
3. Confirmation of the minutes of the previous AGM held on 25th August 2020 (see pages 3-4
of this report)
4. Presentation of the 2021 Annual Report, including Financial Statements (see pages 9-11 of
this report)
5. Acceptance of Annual Report – Mover & Seconder
6. Election of AFSA Office Bearers and Committee for the coming year.
MOTION - That the 2021-22 Committee comprise four Office Bearers and up to six ordinary
committee members, as allowed for in the Rules of the Association.
MOVED Deb Johnson SECONDED Tracey Hayes
Nominations have previously been called for and the Secretary will act as Returning
Officer to confirm nominations and conduct an election if required
7. Confirmation of membership/joining fees for coming year – recommended by the
Committee that no fees to be charged for 2021-22.
8. Questions and Comments from participants.
9. Close of AGM.
It is expected that the meeting will conclude around 12:30 pm
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AUTISM FAMILY SUPPORT ASSOCIATION
ABN 27 369 160 573
Inc. No. A0007531T

MINUTES OF 2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Held on Tuesday 25th August 2020 via Zoom commencing at 11:35 am.
ATTENDANCE: Catrina Mulderry, Michael Tucker, Ann & Michael Meehan, Amanda Golding, Kim
Liong Woo, Carmel Vandersman, Tracey Hayes, Deb Johnson, Mick Leyden, Mark Poole, Liz Wilks,
Meijuan Hua, Mark Modra, Kin & Lydia Cheong, Phil Lipshut, Sarah Weinstock.
1. Welcome – the President, Michael Tucker opened the meeting and welcomed guests to
our AGM held remotely due to COVID-19 restrictions.
2. Apologies – received from Rosalie Cotter, Carol Berger, Deborah Frith & Meredith Ward.
3. Confirmation of the minutes of the previous AGM held on 18 th August 2019 – MOVED
Michael Meehan SECONDED Catrina Mulderry - CARRIED.
4. Presentation of the 2020 Annual Report, including Financial Statements by Michael Tucker,
Kim Liong Woo and Amanda Golding.
a. The President noted receipt of a pre COVID-19 Carers Locally grant and planning for
five sessions made by the committee to commence in late March. He then outlined
the impact of COVID-19 restrictions on this planning, the receipt of a one off COVID19 Impact Grant made by the Minister to AFSA and similar organisations in June.
b. Michael outlined the work that was done during the past year by the committee
including
i. redesigning our website,
ii. maintaining a Facebook presence,
iii. preparing submissions to various government enquiries including the NDIS
Tune Review and the Senate Autism Inquiry,
iv. updating our Policies and Procedures and Agenda of Issues statements, and
v. preparing and distributing an AFSA COVID-19 statement.
5. Acceptance of Annual Report – MOVED Deb Johnson SECONDED Kim Liong Woo CARRIED.
6. Election of AFSA Office Bearers and Committee for the coming year.
MOTION - That the 2020-21 Committee comprise four Office Bearers and up to six
ordinary committee members, as allowed for in the Rules of the Association.
MOVED Michael Tucker SECONDED Catrina Mulderry - CARRIED
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All committee positions are declared vacant and nominations had previously been called
for to be forwarded to the Secretary no later than 7th August. Ten nominations were
received with all current committee members returning. Office Bearers were confirmed
as per previous year:
PRESIDENT - Michael Tucker
VICE PRESIDENT - Catrina Mulderry
SECRETARY/PUBLIC OFFICER - Amanda Golding
TREASURER - Kim Liong Woo
GENERAL COMMITTEE - Michael Meehan, Tracey Hayes, Deb Johnson, Liz
Websdale, Sarah Weinstock & Deborah Frith
7. Confirmation of membership/joining fees for coming year – it was recommended by the
Committee that no fees be charged for 2020-21. MOVED Liz Websdale SECONDED
Carmel Vandersman - CARRIED.
8. Questions and General Discussion was invited:
a. Phil Lipshut asked what was AFSA’s relationship with Amaze – Michael responded
that the AFSA committee remains disappointed with Amaze and does not believe
that they do enough for people with ASD and complex needs. The lack of sector
wide leadership at state and federal level was discussed. As the community moves
out of COVID-19 restrictions AFSA will seek to progress discussions with relevant
government offices re the effects of COVID-19 responses on people with disabilities
and their providers and carers, required action re the State Autism Plan, the
relationship and respective service responsibilities of DHHS and the NDIA and our
frustrations with the NDIA auspiced Autism Advisory Group and the apparently
phantom national bodies – the Australian Autism Alliance and the Australian
Advisory Board on Autism Spectrum Disorders.
b. As part of this discussion comment was made about the apparent changing public
perception of autism with the recent focus on the opportunities and achievements
of higher functioning people with autism at the expense of those with more
complex needs.
c. Several parents commented on the challenging impacts of COVID-19 shutdowns of
day services, restrictions on community and home based service options and the
lockdown of residential houses. Conversely, several commented on the success of
Telehealth services and the wish that they be continued as this health service
option was preferable to the ‘travel, waiting room’ challenges.
d. The meeting made a general call for the need for a more public profile for AFSA,
possibility with some help from skilled facilitators and publicists.
e. Amanda announced the recent passing of Professor Margot Prior AO and the
meeting expressed appreciation of her long time contribution to the ‘Autism
knowledge base’ and offered their condolences.
9. Close of AGM – 12.35 pm.
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REPORT FROM THE AFSA COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The Autism Family Support Association (AFSA) is the collective voice for autistic people with
complex and high support needs and their parents, carers, and families. We provide fellowship,
peer support and information.
AFSA actively raises our community’s concerns with state and federal government policy makers
to achieve better services and outcomes for autistic people and their families.
Via our website, social medial and meetings AFSA provides links to contemporary evidence
based information and resources, networks and support services.
AFSA is managed by a voluntary committee. We represent lived experience and speak on behalf
of our autistic family members and their loved ones. We partner with like organisations to
share our experiences and information.
AFSA has had a challenging yet, at many levels, successful year. While navigating COVID along
with the rest of the community AFSA has been able to prepare and submit statements to
government and others including parliamentary inquiries on several critical issues. AFSA prepared
a statement on what needs to be done to help families during health emergencies like COVID
(https://www.afsaconnect.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/COVID-statement-Vsn-2A.pdf).
AFSA also prepared and distributed a statement opposing the NDIA’s proposed Independent
Assessments (https://www.afsaconnect.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/AFSA-StatementIndependent-Assessments-Oct-2020.pdf).
AFSA had online meetings with the Victorian Department of Human Services (now DFFH –
Department of Families, Fairness & Housing) on COVID support, the Department of Education on
restrictive practices and the NDIA’s Autism advisory group on the need for the NDIS to do more for
those with complex and high support needs. While the outcomes of these meetings have not
always been what AFSA would want, we continue to ‘chip away’ for our voice to be better heard
and our views acted upon.
Progress has been slow from AFSA’s perspective on action to put into effect the Victorian
government’s Autism Plan. AFSA maintains representation on the Victorian Autism Plan advisory
group and we continue to advocate for more relevant action and support for those with complex
and high support needs.
AFSA was advised in late June this year that we will be represented on the newly established
Victorian NDIS Community Advisory Council which will enable AFSA to further advocate for those
with complex and high support needs.
During the “window” of minimal COVID restrictions in the first half of 2021 AFSA used monies
received from the Victorian government under the Supporting Carers Locally Grant Scheme(SCLG)
to conduct very well supported cinema sessions and a lunch for AFSA members and families. A
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planned dinner for AFSA members and families had to been postponed due to further COVID
restrictions.
AFSA applied for a SCLG Round 2 Grant in April 2021 and in mid-June we were advised that we
were successful. This will allow us to conduct an information session, parents/carers gathering, a
carers retreat (in partnership with Carers Victoria) and further cinema sessions during 2021 and
2022.
AFSA used monies received from the Victorian Government in a one-off special grant in June 2020
to engage Consulting By Design to conduct a review of AFSA and its activities. Conducted by
Raymond Burnett the review led to the production of an AFSA 2021-22 Strategic Plan that
identified nine key strategies to help AFSA better deliver for its members. In this context the
committee has developed an operational work plan to give effect to the review outcomes which
includes building partnerships with other organisations with similar objectives to AFSA and a
membership engagement strategy. The committee also took this opportunity to reflect on our
Mission Statement – our revised statement heads this report.
The AFSA Committee is confident we have the tools to move forward to achieve another positive
year in 2021 - 2022.
Michael Tucker – PRESIDENT – president@afsaconnect.org.au
All persons interested in the role and activities undertaken by AFSA are invited to attend
committee meetings – contact the Secretary for details of dates and venue.

May 2021 – during a brief respite from COVID lockdowns we enjoyed our special treats for carers
lunch at Angliss Restaurant – (L-R) Kim Woo, Ruth Cauchi, Catrina Mulderry, Sarah Weinstock,
Louise Anderson and Tracey Hayes.
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SECRETARY'S REPORT
Following are details of various administrative items relating
to the running of the Autism Family Support Association.

Committee membership & meetings:
Committee Members at the end of the reporting period, 30th June 2021 were:
Michael Tucker, President
Catrina Mulderry, Vice President
Amanda Golding, Secretary/Public Officer
Kim Liong Woo, Treasurer
… and committee members Tracey Hayes, Michael Meehan, Deb Johnson and Sarah
Weinstock. Liz Websdale and Deborah Frith resigned their positions on the committee
during the year.
Ten committee meetings were held during the reporting period. A new committee is formed at
each AGM but interested persons can nominate for the AFSA committee at any time.
Committee members provide their time and expertise on an honorary basis and any expenses
incurred are reimbursed.
Face to face committee meetings are normally held at the premises of Outside the Square
Psychology in Burwood and we are very grateful for the facilities and welcome provided by the
director Ms Kirsty Kerr. Due to COVID-19 restrictions and out of care for our wellbeing, all AFSA
committee meetings during the reporting period were held electronically via Zoom.

Corporate Details:
The Autism Family Support Association is incorporated in Victoria (A0007531T), is tax exempt, has
an ABN (27 369 160 573) and is not registered for GST. AFSA is a registered charity with the
Australian Charities & Not for Profit Commission (ACNC). AFSA does not hold Deductible Gift
Recipient (DGR) status so therefore cannot seek tax deductible donations from individuals,
corporations or philanthropic organisations.

Financial Details:
The Association banks with Westpac Glen Waverley and operates two bank accounts – a
transaction account and an investment account. Banking transactions are managed electronically
with two signatories required to effect a transaction. AFSA operates on a financial year basis. Our
accounts are not required to be externally audited and are presented to members and interested
persons each year via our annual report.

Operating Costs and Grants:
AFSA has continued to be supported by an annual grant from the Victorian government Disability
Self Help Group program which covers our administrative costs including facility hire, technology
and insurances. This means that we do not have to charge membership fees to cover these
necessary costs. Grants from government for specific projects or activities are sought from time to
time via a submission process. Activity reports and financial acquittals are lodged with the grant
maker at the conclusion of each grant cycle which can stretch over two or three financial years.
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Membership:
At 30th June 2021 there were 234 registered members of AFSA, a mailing list of 200+ interested
persons and 584 followers on Facebook.

Privacy Policy:
As required by our incorporated association status and the legislated Australian privacy principles,
AFSA maintains all personal information collected from activity participants and its member
register in secure storage – electronic and hard copy. AFSA does not share this information with
any other entity unless specifically requested by law or with the express consent of an individual.
Amanda Golding – SECRETARY – secretary@afsaconnect.org.au

AFSA WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING
ORGANISATIONS FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE DURING 2020-21
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AUTISM FAMILY SUPPORT ASSOCIATION
ABN 27 369 160 573
Inc. No. A0007531T

AUTISM FAMILY SUPPORT ASSOCIATION Inc.
Schedule 1
Regulation 15

Form 1
Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012
Sections 94(2)(b), 97(2)(b) and 100(2)(b)
This form is required to be provided to the members at the AGM with the association’s
accounts.

Annual statements give true and fair view of financial position of incorporated
association
We, Kim Liong Woo and Amanda Golding, being members of the Committee of the Autism Family
Support Association Inc., certify that—
The statements attached to this certificate give a true and fair view of the financial position of the
Autism Family Support Association Inc. during and at the of the financial year ended 30/6/2021.

Signed:

Kim Liong Woo - Treasurer

Dated: 16/8/2021

Signed:

Amanda Golding – Secretary/Public Officer

Dated: 16/8/2021
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AUTISM FAMILY SUPPORT ASSOCIATION
ABN 27 369 160 573
Inc. No. A0007531T

2021 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
During the financial year ended 30/6/2021, AFSA received income of $33,186.29 comprising a
Victorian government Disability Self Help Group grant (August 2020), a DHHS Supporting Carers
Locally Round 2 grant (June 2021) and bank interest.
Expenditure for the period totalled $17,604.67. Major expenditure items were insurances,
parent/carer activity costs, meeting room hire (including Zoom subscription), strategic review
consultancy fees, website costs, mobile phone and consumables.
Our total Funds stood at $122,788.27 at 30 June 2021 made up of cash held in two bank accounts.
Kim Liong Woo, Treasurer

BALANCE SHEET

As at 30 June 2021
$

Accumulated Funds
Opening Balance

107,206.65

Operating Surplus

15,581.62

ACCUMULATED FUNDS

122,788.27

Current Assets
Cash at Bank

122,788.27

Total Current Assets

122,788.27

Fixed Assets
Total Assets

122,788.27

Total Liabilities
NET ASSETS

122,788.27

AUTISM FAMILY SUPPORT ASSOCIATION ANNUAL REPORT 2021 - page 10

AUTISM FAMILY SUPPORT ASSOCIATION
ABN 27 369 160 573
Inc. No. A0007531T

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
STATEMENT

For 12 months from 1/7/2020 to 30/6/2021

Bank Balance at 1 July 2020

$107,206.65

INCOME
Grants
Bank Interest

TOTAL INCOME

33,148.00
38.29

33,186.29

LESS EXPENDITURE
Fees, Insurances & Permits
Website
Events – cinema & catering
Venue Hire
Supplies
Phone
License Fees - Zoom
Printing & Stationery
Postage
Assets <$5,000

7,026.73
300.00
8,670.00
326.00
281.00
588.00
185.90
201.84
25.20

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

17,604.67

SURPLUS

15,581.62

Bank Balance at 30 June 2021

122,788.27

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR YEAR
ENDED 30 JUNE 2021
Note 1: Accounting Matters
Income Tax
Autism Family Support Association is exempt from tax as per Section 23 (e) of the Income
Assessment Act.
GST
Autism Family Support Association is not a registered GST entity.
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